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CORONAVIRUS — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.05 pm]: I rise to inform the house of recent steps taken to 
stop the spread of coronavirus in Western Australia. We all know how quickly this virus can spread, and it has 
necessitated a rapid succession of decisions from the national cabinet and the WA government that have upended 
the lives of all Western Australians. We apologise to all our citizens and thank them for their understanding in 
these difficult times. From 11.59 pm tonight, Western Australians will not be permitted to travel outside their 
regional boundary. Exemptions will apply, including travel for work purposes; to attend medical appointments; to 
transport freight; those who do not have access to groceries or supplies within their region; when necessary to attend 
an education institution; and, approved compassionate grounds. We encourage all Western Australians to 
familiarise themselves with the new restrictions and borders.  

When it comes to WA’s borders with other states, restrictions have been put in place for those coming or returning 
to Western Australia to enter isolation. Western Australia is intending on implementing a hard border closure to 
prevent the importation of the virus from other states. If it holds up legally and logistically, we believe this will be 
a more desirable approach than forcing businesses to close here at home. I want to take initiatives that work and 
also stop people losing their livelihoods. Work is ongoing on this matter, but we will announce details to the public 
as soon as possible. 

This week, along with the rest of the national cabinet, we have moved to a set of stage 3 restrictions. Essentially, 
we will be limiting both indoor and outdoor non-work gatherings to two persons only, effective from midnight 
tonight. Exceptions to this limit include people of the same household going out together; funerals, with a maximum 
of 10 people; and weddings, with a maximum of five people. We will be enforcing these new requirements. 
Western Australians should be staying home unless for shopping for what they need, such as food or necessary 
supplies; medical or healthcare needs, including compassionate requirements; exercise, in compliance with public 
gathering requirements; and, work or study, if they cannot work or learn remotely. We have decided to implement 
these arrangements for one month. However, we will review the situation after two weeks to see whether the measures 
need to be adjusted. This is an ongoing situation and we will introduce or adjust measures as required. We are 
encouraged by the number of Western Australian cases we have seen in recent days, but we cannot afford to be 
complacent. We must continue to adhere to social distancing to ensure we slow the spread of this virus. I thank 
everyone for their understanding and cooperation. 
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